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Brain Injury Awareness Month  
SJR 21 Passes Unanimously 

In 2007, the Brain Injury Association of Oregon 
successfully persuaded the Oregon State Senate and 
House to pass Senate Joint Resolution No. 21. This 
resolution permanently designates the month of March 
each year as “Brain Injury Awareness Month.” 
 
We want to thank all of our legislators for supporting this 
bill and passing it with a unanimous vote.    
See page 10 for the legislation. 
 
Unfortunately, SB 617, creating a TBI Registry and 

5th Annual Pacific Northwest Brain Injury 
Conference 

Living with Brain Injury: 
Building Bridges  
October 5-6, 2007 

providing Resource Facilitation for people with brain injury 
and their families including returning military troops, was 
not moved out of Ways and Means.  But, BIAOR and its 
advocates will return to Salem for the next session  with 
hopes that these needed services will be passed and 
signed into law. 
 
Thanks you to all who worked so hard for us.  BIAOR 
gives a special thank you to Dr. Amy Ream, Tootie Smith, 
Senator Morrisette and Rep Vic Gilliam for their hard work 
passing SJR21. 

You are invited to participate in the 5th Annual Pacific 
Northwest Brain Injury Conference Living with Brain 
Injury: Building Bridges to be held October 5–6, 2007 in 
Portland Oregon at the Holiday Inn Portland Airport. 
This conference will provide the latest research, 
techniques and education to professionals across 
numerous fields and disciplines working with people 
with brain injury. The preliminary program and 
registration provides information about the conference 
on page 12 as well as registration information (13-14). 
 The 5th Annual Pacific Northwest Brain Injury 
Conference focuses on Services to Returning Military, 
Caregiver Training and Education, Pediatric 
presentations, and looking at depression.  Friday’s 
Keynote Speaker, Dr. Harriett Zeiner, Neuro-
psychologist, is from the Palo Alto VA Medical Center, 
Palo Alto, CA.  Saturday’s Keynote Speaker, Marie 
Theresa Gass, is the author of The Caregiver's Tale: 
The True Story of  A Woman, Her Husband Who Fell 
Off the Roof, and Traumatic Brain Injury.  Conference 

presenters will examine issues surrounding veterans returning 
from the war, caregiving training and education, advances in 
pediatric therapy, suicide after TBI, depression and coping 
skills, and legal issues for attorneys by Oregon attorney David 
Kracke and Nevada attorney Tim Titolo.   
  Friday night will end with a reception with music provided 
by Thom Dudley hosted by Day-Timer.  This will also present 
a time for networking or just catching up with professionals 
from over 14 states.  Exhibitors will present information on 
housing, accessibility and mobility, rehab services and 
resources available in the brain injury field. 
 Early registration is encouraged.  Those who register 
before September 5 will receive a $75 discount. 
 We hope you will join us for this very special conference 
and enjoy an invigorating educational experience in beautiful 
Portland Oregon. 
 BIAOR has a limited number of scholarships for brain 
injury survivors on Saturday only.  Please call or email Sherry, 
sherry@biaoregon.org or 503-413-7707. 
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New Hope For Those Living with Traumatic Brain 
Injuries: Learning to Walk Again 

The Second Step Gait Harness 
System® (GHS) has proven effective 
both with acute injury SCI and TBI 
patients in VA hospitals, and also in 
private home or long term care 
facilities. It offers new hope to 
returning veterans and their families 
who are trying to find practical 
therapy solutions. 
 
This GHS has also been recently 
integrated into a local adult day 
health center here in Oregon, where 
it is helping those living with TBI to 
walk again. Grace Center for Adult 
Day Services is an adult day health 
center located in Corvallis, Oregon.  
They have been using the GHS 
since late 2005, and have seen great 
results with several of their 
participants living with brain and 
neurological disorders.   
 
Of particular note is the experience 
of their youngest participant, Knute 
M., who is now 34 years old.  When 
Knute was 11 years old, he had a 
traumatic brain injury from a MVA 

and had never walked 
after that accident.  In 

Have you had an 
insurance claim for 

cognitive therapy denied? 
   

If so call: 
 

Julia Greenfield 
Staff Attorney 

Oregon Advocacy Center 
620 SW Fifth Avenue, Suite 500 

Portland, OR 97204 
Phone: (503) 243-2081  Fax:  (503) 243 1738 

jgreenfield@oradvocacy.org 

February 2006 Knute began walking 
in the GHS twice a week at Grace 
Center.  This was described as a 
“dream come true!” for this young 
man.  Knute began walking only a 
few feet, now routinely walks 100 
feet, and has walked up to 200 feet 
in the GHS.  A recent video of Knute 
walking is on the internet, and is 
titled “Walking Again after 22 years!” 
 
The GHS has been proven to be 
highly effective dealing with the 
extremely challenging circumstances 
of those living with SCI and TBI. 
Many of these people had not 
walked in many years, and were told 
they would never walk again. The 
GHS is offering new direction and a 
possible therapy solution for those 
living with TBI who are learning to 
walk again. 
 
For additional information or video 
viewing, please visit our website at 
www.secondstepinc.com, or contact 
Second Step, Inc., Steffani Dubats, 
Director of Marketing, at 541.337.5790, 
steffani@secondstepinc.com  

BONNIE  ROBB 
RN, BSN, CCM, CNLCP 
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MEDICAL / DISABILITY 
CASE MANAGEMENT 
NURSE LIFE CARE PLANNING 
 
16869 SW 65th Avenue, PMB 108 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
 
Phone:  503-684-8831 
Fax:  503-670-4861 
Cellular:  503-804-6287 
Email:  BRobb2000@aol.com 

 

There is a current therapy paradigm 
shift toward recovery focused 
rehabilitation for those experiencing 
traumatic brain injuries (TBI).   
 
With the increasing number of war 
veterans returning with complicated 
TBI’s, therapist workloads have 
grown in epidemic proportions. This 
has created the need for new 
solutions facilitating those living with 
TBI to walk and stand again. 
 
Physical and Occupational 
Therapists at the VA Polytrauma 
Hospital unit in Tampa FL report that 
the amount of returning war veterans  
they observe coming in with TBI 
have more than doubled this past 
year. Many of the TBI injuries source 
from blast exposure. Co-morbidities 
or multiple medical problems [such 
as spinal cord injury (SCI), fracture, 
and amputations or lost limbs] are 
common among the returning 
veterans in the TBI population.  
 


